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order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Montgomery Ward Co. Catalogue and Buyers' 
Guide (1895): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It is just like a history book and I'm sure a lot of ...By norman 
campbellIt was very interesting it shows how the old people lived and played then just try to survive.I had one of these 
catalogs years ago but it got stolen out of my motorhome enough said. It is just like a history book and I'm sure a lot of 
younger people would be interested in this. And I never get tired of scanning through it0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Fun and informativeBy A. StarkeyWell done and interesting. I believe it is a replica of the 
actual catalog from 1895, and useful for those wanting historical information orjust curiosity.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. fun historical documentBy Moot PtWell constructed, fun historical document.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1629145963


"Our mail order methods meet many wants," wrote a poetic but anonymous copywriter on a page of the 1895 
Montgomery Ward Co. catalogue. He had a gift for understatement. At its zenith from the 1880s to the 1940s, 
Montgomery Ward, like its cross-town Chicago rival, Sears, sold virtually everything the average American could 
think of or desire—and by mail. This was a revolution, and Ward's fired the first shot. To buy spittoons, books of 
gospel hymns, hat pins, rifles, wagons, violins, birdcages, or portable bathtubs, purchases that used to require many 
separate trips to specialist merchants, suddenly all the American shopper had to do was lick a stamp. This unabridged 
facsimile of the retail giant's 1895 catalogue showcases some 25,000 items, from the necessities of life (flour, shirts) to 
products whose time has passed (ear trumpets). It is an important resource for antiquaries, students of Americana, 
writers of historical fiction, and anyone who wants to know how much his great-grandfather paid for his suspenders. It 
is a true record of an era.

Nearly every page of the telephone-book-sized 1895 Montgomery Ward Co. catalogue, reprinted in an unabridged 
facsimile edition by Skyhorse Publishing, is a nostalgist's dream....Hours of fascination. -- The New YorkerAbout the 
AuthorMontgomery Ward Co., founded in 1872, was the world’s first mail-order goods business. The company once 
boasted more than six hundred stores but since 2004 is exclusively an online retailer.Nick Lyons is the author of more 
than twenty books and hundreds of articles that have appeared in magazines such as Harper’s, Outside, Field Stream, 
and Outdoor Life. His books include his famous Spring Creek, Bright Rivers, and Fishing Stories. He is a former 
English professor and book publisher. 


