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Steven Curtis : Navajo Silversmith Fred Peshlakai: His Life Art  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Navajo Silversmith Fred Peshlakai: His Life Art: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 5 STARS - DEFINITIVE WORK ON HISTORIC NAVAJO 
JEWELRY!By Marjorie C.If you love, sell, buy, or collect important pieces of vintage Navajo silver and turquoise 
jewelry, this book for you. This is the definitive work on important Navajo jewelry artisan Fred Peshlakai. I thought 
this might be another pretty picture book of jewelry, but it a much more scholarly treatment, while still having 
beautiful jewelry photographs. Author Steven Curtis takes the reader on a journey, setting the stage of the Dine people 
and culture. He uses a large number of historic photos to tell the story of the family of Fred Peshlakai, followed by 
marvelous examples of Peshlakai’s work.The presentation of the breadth of Peshlakai’s designs is excellent. The 
details of Peshlakai’s signatures and his hallmark tools and stamping is especially important. I enjoyed the section on 
the striking individual stamps of Fred Peshlakai.An appendix highlights talented artist Art Tafoya who makes 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0764347454


contemporary jewelry in the Peshlakai tradition.I highly recommend this book - it’s a reference and art book you are 
sure to keep.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Labor Of Love!By Steven DanielsWell researched 
and loads of gorgeous images to go along with the thoughtful text. This book is obviously a labor of love and the 
author clearly passionate about the material being presented! A masterpiece of a book filled with masterpieces made 
by a truly deserving Native American master artisan! This book will appeal to collectors and anyone with even a 
passing interest in Navajo silver jewelry!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... and researched book 
that explains the importance of this great artist in the development of American Indian jewelry from ...By Mike RyanA 
well written and researched book that explains the importance of this great artist in the development of American 
Indian jewelry from craft to fine art. This beautifully pictured book is highly recommended.

Explore the life and art of legendary Navajo silversmith Fred Peshlakai, and see how his masterful art began and 
evolved. Beginning with the history of the Navajo people, it follows world events impacting the American Southwest 
and the Navajo culture precipitating in the development of their unique expressions of art rendered with silver and 
stone. Nineteenth-century evolution of the art form is reviewed, shining a particular light on certain ambiguities 
regarding important interrelationships between its most famous figures. Fred Peshlakai hailed from one of the most 
recognized artistic bloodlines of his noble people. This book is the beginning catalogue of his beautiful silver artwork 
with hundreds of images and their individual technical and artistic expressions discussed. No longer mythical, Fred 
Peshlakai is shown to be one of the most, if not the most, influential Navajo artisan to impact the creation of Navajo 
Silver Art and his art the world-class art treasures that they truly are.

About the AuthorSteven Curtis is a writer, artist, and historian long fascinated with the American Southwest. His love 
for the Red Rock Country prompted him to study its Indigenous Art history. He currently resides in Southern Utah. 


