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Charles M. Larson : Numismatic Forgery  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Numismatic Forgery: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Technical but worth the effort.By circa24I have had no background 
in forgeries, and I purchased the book to better understand how not to be swindled. The book does not just list the 
common forgeries. Instead, it shows how forgers weave their deceits, thus giving a broader education on avoiding or 
identifying them. The book is technical, and a beginning numismatist may have some trouble reading it, but it is well 
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worth the effort.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. This isn't your father's Oldsmobile! A must read!By 
Rough CustomerGone are the days of thoughtless coin purchases, and carefree days of yore. Today, the average Joe 
Numismatist faces a staggering array of crooks out to bilk him of his hard earned cash, by selling recently 
manufactured numismatic forgeries. Mr. Larson write very intelligently, with wit and humor! I found this book to be 
not only fun to read, but as much of a page turner as any I have ever read! Bravo sir! I will buy you a cup of coffee 
should you venture into my neck of the woods. I will guarantee any prospective reader that his book will inform, 
educate, enlighten and scare the pants off you. You will never look at a rare coin the same way again. Rated 8 stars.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. I was happy to obtain this reference bookBy James WilliamsThis is 
the book to obtain if you only want one book. A lot of good technical information.

This book takes the reader into the hidden workshop of the criminal forger, and explains the methods and techniques 
that every serious coin collector should know before they purchase a rare or expensive coin. The informational 
interviews Larson conducted with the infamous master forger, Mark Hofmann, at Utah State Prison in the late 1980s 
lay the foundation for a number of methods revealed in this book. Hofmann is widely known for his forgery of 
historical Mormon documents, but Hofmann's coin forgeries continue to serve as a note of caution and a source of 
frustration and embarassment to many collectors and dealers. Larson's book offers a detailed and brilliant approach to 
how rare coins are privately manufactured, and promises to forever change how collectors and dealers of rare coins 
understand and approach counterfeit detection.


