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James P. Bevill : Paper Republic: The Struggle for Money, Credit and I ndependencein the Republic of Texas
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Paper Republic: The
Struggle for Money, Credit and Independence in the Republic of Texas:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. From the dust jacket of "The Paper Republic'By Jodie Bevil"THE
PAPER REPUBLIC isfirst and foremost a visual feast. Jim Bevill has brought together countless high-quality images
of original documents from private collections as well as government and university archives -- many of them never
seen before by the public. Moreover, he hasrichly illustrated his fascinating story of the economic struggle in the
Texas Republic with hundreds of photographs and engravings rarely seen today. These provide the historical backdrop
to the incredibly complex financial history of agenuinely fragile republic that floated paper obligations for a decade
on little more than faith, credit, and the heroic exertions of its officers and people."" Everyone who reads this book will
learn much from it, whether they be seasoned collectors, historical scholars, or fascinated readers from the general
public. One of the book's most interesting and hitherto |east-appreciated revelationsis that of the intertwined monetary
histories of Hispanic and Anglo America, manifested in coins and currency by such familiar icons as the dollar sign
and the lone star emblem of Texas. There are surprises on almost every page -- from gleaming images of the recently
unearthed Mexican silver stash dropped by Santa Anna's soldiers at San Jacinto, to the amazing fact that the debts of
the Texas Republic were not settled until the presidency of Theodore Roosevelt. Thisis abook to savor. It will bea
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valuable resource for generations to come."Dr. James E. Crisp, Department of History, North Carolina State
University, and author of SLEUTHING THE ALAMO: DAVY CROCKETT'SLAST STAND AND OTHER

MY STERIES OF THE TEXAS REVOLUTION.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Marvelous new
publicationBy Richard LasterWith agreat deal of excitement | was able to go to .com in order to acquire a copy of this
wonderful new book. The Paper Republic dealsin specific with the fiscal history of our great Texas. There is much to
be found related in ageneral way to the formative years of Texas. In thislabor of love Jim Bevill tellsthe story of the
Republic of Texas, and of the years before and after, in away never done before. Not only does he focus upon detail
and information, some of which isfairly familiar, but he also is hot afraid to present his own thoughts on new data
resulting from his exhaustive research. The book is, please pardon the cliche, a"good read.” | never found myself
getting even the least bit bogged down by detail. A further point of enhancement is the use of oversized, vividly
colored, photographs and plates. Simply put | recommend this book to the hardy researcher as well as to the casual
reader. There isamountain of information to be learned and at the same time much to entertain and enjoy.
Congratulations to Jim Bevill for ajob well done.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. | might be atad
prejudicial when reviewing this bookBy Chief NerdJim is afriend of mine, heisavery bright fellow and a great
speaker. | also have one of my coins featured in the book (Jola) and | am alifelong numismatist and Texan.If you want
to know more about Texas, palitics, history thisisamust have, you will gain a perspective and view that you have
never been exposed to before. Jim looks at Texas through its money (all forms, checks, bills, coins, currency and
more), in other words that receipt for shovelsis not just for hardware, but the officer who was behind that piece of
paper was ordering the shovel to bury his child who died in one of the monumental battles for Texas Independence. Of
course that is not found on the paper but iswhat you find out when you examine the names, dates, and places. Thisis
the unique perspective Jim brings to his writings and presentations so well.

Offering a new take on the stirring story of the Texas Revolution, this history focuses on the financial underpinnings
and monetary issues that factored into the struggle. Deftly weaving numismatics and history into an engaging and
highly entertaining narrative, the story unveils a verifiable trail of many of the most significant people and events
surrounding the struggle for independence in Texas. It is replete with colorful anecdotes about visionary kings,
obsessive dictators, crooked politicians, and counterfeiters, and includes a detailed history of each piece of coin and
currency used in the old Republic.

"A handsomely designed and illustrated history of Texas. . . Bevill strikes a nice balance between the esoterica that
only a numismatist such as himself could love and the more general information a casual reader desires." —Austin
American Statesman



