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Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens : Plymouth's Air Rifle Industry (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Plymouth's Air Rifle Industry (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beginning of air rifle industryBy W F QuinleyThe book is a very 
interesting history of the Air Rifle Industry that was dominant at one time in Plymouth, Michigan.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. History of the Air Rifle Industry Should be Made Into a Motion PictureBy Mr. Thomas 
E. GackleMarkham Air Rifle Company was the first air rifle company, but now I know why it's not the one that 
everyone thinks of. I always wonder why so many companies rise and fall, grow and fail, or otherwise fall short. This 
book tells the story of a small town that became a battle ground for the air rifle industry and soap opera like tales that 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1467110469


would have been lost if not for Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. interesting 
historyBy Pat SmithI already knew about the Daisy air rifle company but who knew Plymouth Mich. actually had such 
companies, competing with each other? A nice slice of history though dryly written.

In the late 19th century, the Rockwellian city of Plymouth, Michigan, became the breeding ground for competitive air-
rifle companies, putting this still-thriving suburban Detroit community on the map. Plymouth’s Air Rifle Industry 
hones in on the three air-rifle companies and the spin-off .22-caliber rifle company that dominated the Plymouth 
landscape for years. William “Philip” Markham and his company, the Markham Air Rifle Company, first received an 
air-rifle patent in 1887. The Plymouth Iron Windmill Company entered the competition in 1888, when founder 
Clarence Hamilton introduced his prototype to the board of directors. After firing the rifle, general manager Lewis 
Cass Hough declared, “Boy, that’s a Daisy,” and the Daisy air rifle was born; the company was renamed in 1895. The 
Plymouth Air Rifle Company opened in 1888 and ceased to exist after its building burned in 1894. Hamilton went on 
to develop a .22-caliber rifle and started the Hamilton Manufacturing Company in 1898. The rifle era ended when the 
last of the competitors, Daisy, moved to Rogers, Arkansas, in 1958.
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