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Will Farmer : Poole Pottery (Shire Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Poole Pottery (Shire Library): 

Poole Pottery is recognized as one of the most distinctive and most collected potteries of the twentieth century. 
Founded by Jesse Carter in 1873, by the 1880s the factory was well known for its tiling products, mosaic flooring and 
advertising panels. After the turn of the century the company flourished in the hands of the founder's sons, developing 
the hand-decorated style that would be their signature for many years to come.In 1921, Charles Carter, the respected 
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designer Harold Stabler, and the husband and wife John and Truda Adams established a subsidiary that would 
establish Poole as one of the centres of ceramic arts. The firm began to draw inspiration from many historical styles 
and cultures including Egyptian, Grecian and the Middle East all combined with the revival of the Delftware technique 
of freehand painting on a white tin glazed ground. Throughout the 1920s and '30s Poole became synonymous with 
elegant and expertly executed wares produced in a daring and highly decorative style of modernism. The firm grew 
rapidly and employed a number of key artists and decorators who in turn brought their own ideas to the table.Post-war 
production was mostly based on pre-war designs, but in 1958 the company developed a whole new range of 'studio 
ware'. The Studio was seen as a design hot bed, with nothing off limits and no treatments or techniques out of bounds. 
The pieces from this period were expensive to produce, but the level of production and quality of design put Poole 
firmly at the front of the British craft pottery movement. This range became the basis for the more commercial Delphis 
range, which found immediate success and helped the company maintain its market position.The end of the twentieth 
century was a more difficult time for Poole, but it remains one of the great names of British ceramics and the 
decorative arts. In this highly illustrated introduction Poole devotee and expert Will Farmer tells the story of this 
remarkable and popular firm.

About the AuthorWill Farmer studied at the Birmingham School of Jewellery and went on to become a director of 
Fieldings auction house. He is a noted authority on twentieth-century decorative arts, in particular glass and ceramics, 
and is one of the experts on the BBC's 'Antiques Roadshow'. He is a regular contributor to BBC Homes and Antiques 
magazine. 


