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Jan Morris : Portmeirion  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Portmeirion: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. great for fans of "The Prisoner"By bOoKwOrMA guide to 
Portmeirion, the main location of Patrick McGoohan's cult tv series "The Prisoner". A big plus is that this is an 
oversized("coffee table" style)book, and thus contains a big number of gorgeous Portmeirion photos. The text covers 
everything from Pormeirion architecture, to its pottery, and of course, the role Portmeirion served in helping to shape 
"The Prisoner" tv show. Definitely recommended.

The Times called Portmeirion the last folly of the Western World while The Guardian saw it as a giant gnomes' 
village. For eccentric architect Clough Williams-Ellis, the man who designed and built the resort, it was propaganda 
for good manners, a statement of how planned development could enhance rather than destroy its environment. And 
for the quarter of a million visitors a year who make the trip to this Italianate village in North-West Wales, it is quite 
simply one of the most magical places on Earth. It was here Noel Coward wrote his comedy Blithe Spirit , Patrick 
McGoohan filmed the legendary 1960s TV series The Prisoner and George Harrison celebrated his 50th birthday. It is 
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the kind of place where Larry Adler gave informal concerts to other guests and hotel staff, Ingrid Bergman could be 
found talking movies with Bertrand Russell, and where royalty - from Edward VIII to King Zog of Albania - would 
join the general public in seeking escape from the modern world. Here too was born t

"Cherish the past. Adorn the present. Construct for the future" Clough Williams-Ellis"About the AuthorJan Morris is 
the respected author of over thirty books including Pax Britannica, Venice, Wales - Epic Views of a Small Country 
and A Writers World 1950-2000. Jan knew Clough Williams-Ellis both as a friend and neighbour for over 30 years. 
Alwyn Turner is author of Biba: The Biba Experience and Big Biba. He is a widely published writer on twentieth-
century popular culture. Mark Eastment is the former Chairman of the Decorative Arts Society and a collector of 
Portmeirion pottery. Stephen Lacey is a well known journalist for the Daily Telegraph and author of numerous 
gardening books including Gardens of the National Trust, Scent in your Garden, Real Gardens and Powis Castle 
Garden. 


