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Horatio : Ragged Dick, Or, Street Life in New York with the Boot-Blacks  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ragged Dick, Or, Street Life in New York with the Boot-
Blacks: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. CLASSIC FOR YOUNGSTERSBy CustomerWish I had found this 
book years ago. First heard it referred to on Boardwalk Empire. Written obviously as stories to guide a young man not 
so much by church morals or 1st world financial expectations but by natural instinct and a personal sense of right and 
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wrong. Alger takes the long way around to espouse honesty, encourage an industrious nature, and shed a generous 
light on the value of critical thinking. Classic for youngsters!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Genuine Quick Classic Boy's NovelBy TJMFor a classic boy's novel, this is a good read. It's definitely a glance back 
in time to a more iconic American era, one I miss in this day and age. This is the first book of a series, this book being 
the most popular. The binding is simple and the pages traditional for this paperback. The text is of an average size, 
about 12pt. font, and there are nice commentaries by Michael Meyer about Horatio Alger, Jr. and his works including 
Ragged Dick. The book measures by 4in.x7in. so its easy to pack. It's cheap enough too, so there is nothing to loose, 
and if you don't like it,there is somebody that should need it for school.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Great Read!!By DanielleReading this book was a required text for my English Lit class. I actually ended up 
enjoying more than I thought I would. Reading about Dick having a troubled life and about him wanting to do better as 
well as improve his life made this book really interesting. This book definitely tells the story of the underdog being 
able to overcome their obstacles and still come out on top.

A plucky street boy who smokes, gambles, and speaks ungrammatically, Dick is also honest and hardworking. A 
quintessential novel of adventure, romance, and coming-of-age, it is also an exhilarating tale of one boy's 
metamorphosis from dirty street urchin to gentleman. 

About the AuthorHoratio Alger, Jr. was born in Chelsea, Massachusetts in 1832, the son of a Unitarian minister. He 
received a strict upbringing and was educated for a life in the church, graduating from Harvard in 1852. After leaving 
Harvard, Alger, to his father's disappointment, took a job as a historian in Middlesex County, Massachusetts and later 
worked as a teacher at a boys' boarding school in East Greenwich, Rhode Island. He traveled in Europe for a year, and 
then returned to the United States in 1857 to complete his studies at the Cambridge Divinity School. In 1864 Alger 
was ordained a minister at the First Parish Unitarian Church of Brewster on Cape Cod. Sixteen months later, however, 
he was dismissed from the pulpit after being accused of engaging in homosexual relations with two boys. After his 
dismissal, Alger began to focus on his writing career, which spanned more than three decades and 110 books. He 
wrote mainly children's books about boys and girls who rise from rags to riches through hard work and faith in the 
American dream. His first major success came with the publication of his eighth novel, Ragged Dick in 1868. Other 
popular novels include Luck and Pluck (1869), Tattered Tom (1871), and Strive and Succeed (1872). Alger also wrote 
several adult novels, including A Fancy of Her's (first publihsed as The New Schoolma'am in 1877) and The 
Disagreeable Woman (1895). Alger, who never married, spent the last decades of his life living at his family home in 
South Natick, Massachusetts, where he died in 1899. 


